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Mold and mice once again infest New Apartments
GRANT HOLT
STAFF WRITER

At the start of the academic year, residents
of New Apartment D1 were forced to relocate
to Weaver Cottage due to reports of mice and
mold. These recent reports add to the ongoing
history of mice and mold infestations in the
New Apartments.
A damaged heating system had leaked water
into Apartment D1, resulting in the growth of
mold. Initial testing indicated traces of Stachybotrys chartarum, also known as black mold.
“Custodial [staff] responded very quickly
and very thoroughly,” Interim Director of Residential Life (ResLife) Jillian Yoder said. “They
replaced the flooring [and] cleaned the air ducts
and vents. They also pulled up all of the floor
materials in the bathrooms.”
This extensive response was justified: Shortterm exposure to black mold can result in
chronic coughing, exhaustion, fever and difficulty breathing. Long-term exposure can result
in nausea, vomiting and even death.
ResLife worked with an external company
to test the mold in Apartments D1 and D2.
Further tests have shown that both apartments
now contain zero mold spores.
The residents of D1 also reported additional
housemates: mice.
“We provided temporary housing for them
[the D1 residents] for a while,” Yoder said. “We

addressed that on a few different levels. Our
maintenance staff came to clean and lay traps.
Our carpentry staff found some holes where
they were able to patch and cover up. There
were a couple spots under the sink where they
thought there was potential entry for mice.”
ResLife again worked with an outside contractor to assist with pest control. According
to Yoder, this contractor monitors the traps
weekly.
The New Apartments have long been
plagued by mice, mold and other woes. In October of 2003, black mold was discovered in
Apartment D2. The College quickly removed it,
but when the D2 residents returned from winter break, the mold had grown to a point where
it was falling off the walls. The College then relocated the D2 residents to temporary housing
at the Kenyon Inn.
Before the E-Block of the New Apartments
was demolished in 2014, the residential list of
grievances included mold, as well as broken
window screens, flimsy doors, lack of hot water, dirt and debris in the bathtubs, bugs, dust,
overgrown weeds, difficulty in regulating temperature and a wobbly staircase.
Former D-Block residents Maria Sorkin ’16
and Kip Clark ’16 reported mice in their apartments in the Feb. 27, 2014 edition of the Collegian. They believed that the mice were traveling
between apartments via holes in the utility clos-

Residents of New Apartment D1 were relocated to Weaver Cottage for two weeks
after discovering mice and mold in their living space earlier this year. | BEN NUTTER

ets connecting them.
“It’s no secret that the New [Apartments] are
the worst housing,” said Chief Business Officer
Mark Kohlman in the same 2014 article. In a
Collegian article published in December of that
year, Kohlman said that the New Apartments
would be completely removed within the next
decade.
The current residents of D1 were relocated
to Weaver Cottage for about two weeks. They
have since moved back to Apartment D1 with
no new reports of mice or mold. Each resident
either declined to comment or was unavailable
for an interview.
Mold has been an issue at other colleges as

Ohio hosts Democratic debate

Tuesday’s debate in Westerville included 12 candidates, an unprecedented number. | BECCA FOLEY
BECCA FOLEY
EDITOR–IN–CHIEF
JACKSON WALD
FEATURES EDITOR

The largest presidential debate in
history took place on Tuesday at Otterbein University in Westerville,
Ohio. Twelve Democratic candidates,
headlined by frontrunners Senator
Elizabeth Warren and former Vice
President Joe Biden, argued their case
for the Democratic nomination to
more than 1,500 people in attendance
and the rest of the country following
live on television.
The debate was co-hosted by CNN

and the New York Times and moderated by CNN’s Anderson Cooper
and Erin Burnett along with National
Editor of the Times Mark Lacey. Tom
Perez, the Chair of the Democratic
National Committee, also helped to
organize the event and gave the opening speech.
With no opening statements from
the candidates, the debate began with
Cooper asking each candidate if they
believed Donald Trump should be
impeached. Warren was the first to
answer, citing the report delivered to
Congress by former Federal Bureau
of Investigation Chief Robert Mueller, which detailed President Trump’s

possible collusion with the Russian
government as the motivation for her
stance that impeachment was necessary. Warren ended her answer passionately, stating, “impeachment is
the way that we establish that this
man will not be permitted to break
the law over and over without consequences … the impeachment must go
forward.”
The vast majority of the other candidates on stage were in agreement.
Senator Bernie Sanders and Biden
both declared Trump “the most corrupt President in modern history.”
The debate then transitioned into
a heated discussion over page 3

well. Earlier this year, an incident at the University of Maryland made national headlines when
a student died from respiratory complications
aggravated by mold in her dorm. Officials at the
university acknowledged that prolonged exposure to mold can cause respiratory irritation,
increasing susceptibility to viral infection.
For Kenyon students with pest problems,
Kohlman has some advice. “Mice go where the
food is. This is the time of the year where the
mice are coming in from the outside to prepare
their nest for the winter. So don’t encourage
them with a stash of available sustenance.”
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National Coming Out College publishes annual Clery Act
Day talk mixes history crime report on security, fire safety
with personal anecdotes
COURTNEY FELLE
STAFF WRITER

KAYLEIGH MCCOY
NEWS ASSISTANT

On Oct. 8, Ramona Peel,
a lead trainer from Equitas
Health, brought a conversation about the history and the
complexities of coming out to
the Gund Gallery Community
Foundation Theater.
The talk occurred three
days before the official date
of National Coming Out Day,
Oct.11, as that day fell during
October break.
Peel spoke about her experience coming out later in life,
highlighting the complexities
and continuous nature of her
journey. In a talk punctuated
with jokes and Star Wars references, Peel told her story of
growing up with an unnamable discomfort, eventually
coming out in her 30s to her
family and friends but then
returning to the closet. She
came out again five years later and now publicly identifies
as a bisexual trans woman,
though she acknowledges the
f luidity of those labels.
For many students in attendance, Peel’s nuanced discussion of the complexities
of coming out and National
Coming Out Day resonated
deeply. Her comments about
the importance of not outing
people were especially powerful to Toby McCabe ’21.
“[Coming out] is something
that is unique to each person
and is something that’s de-

pendent on a lot of factors,” he
said. “Someone who’s out in
one situation might not be out
in another, so outing people
without their prior permission
can cause a lot of problems for
them moving forward.”
McCabe was also happy to
see the high number of attendees. “While this wasn’t
the first event we had for
LGBT history month, it really felt kind of like a kickoff,
like, ‘Hey, we’re here and we’re
ready to have a dialogue about
what it means to be queer on
Kenyon’s campus.’”
At the beginning of the
month, Unity House and Adelante co-hosted a showing of
Paris is Burning in the Wright
Center in downtown Mount
Vernon, an event attended
by community members and
even students from Denison
University. Along with these
events, an upcoming screening of Tom of Finland co-hosted by the Office of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion and the
Department of Women’s and
Gender Studies, along with a
Kenyon Review podcast episode on queer literature, will
round out the celebration
of LGBTQ+ History Month.
Next Tuesday during Common Hour, Eric Marcus, the
founder and host of the popular Making Gay History podcast, will give the month’s
keynote address in the Gund
Gallery Community Foundation Theater.

CORRECTIONS
A photo of Black Student Union members and alumni
was misattributed to Ben Nutter ’21. It was taken by
Mike Reilly.
In the article entitled “Kenyon alum dethrones Jeopardy champion in close match,” we inaccurately reported
Gabe Brison-Trezise’s ’16 class year as 2015. Additionally,
we reported that his take-home winnings were $22,400;
when actually, including the runner-up money from the
second game, his pre-tax take-home winnings totalled
$24,400.
The Collegian regrets these errors.

On Tuesday, Oct. 1, Kenyon released statistics on crimes reported
on campus in the 2016, 2017 and
2018 calendar years.
The 1990 Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and
Campus Crime Statistics Act (Clery
Act) makes this annual security and
fire safety report mandatory for all
colleges receiving federal funds,
which includes Kenyon. Each report
includes statistics from the last calendar year and the two years prior.
According to the Office of Communications, the purpose of the
report is to encompass information “regarding campus crime and
efforts to improve campus safety,
including information about emergency notification, the crime-reporting process and support programs for survivors.”

Most offenses remain rare: there
have been zero cases of arson, robbery, aggravated assault, weapon
arrests, domestic violence, incest,
statutory rape or manslaughter reported in the past three years. Burglary has decreased steadily, with
only two cases in 2018, down from
four cases in 2016. Reports of rape
have almost halved, from 20 in 2016
to 11 in 2018.
However, arrests realted to drugs
and alcohol have risen. In 2018,
there were 68 drug referrals made,
in which legal violations prompted
disciplinary action against students.
Three of these cases also led to arrest. Though similar referral rates
were reported in 2016 and 2017, neither year included any arrests.
Alcohol-related crimes had the
same trend: 119 alcohol referrals
were made in 2018, an increase from
103 in 2017 but a decrease from the

151 made in 2016. However, alcoholrelated arrests tripled, from four in
both 2016 and 2017 to 12 in 2018.
In addition, 2018 showed increases in sexual fondling, dating
violence and motor vehicle thefts.
One hate crime, involving destruction of property, occurred on the basis of national origin.
Three fires occurred in 2018,
more than in the previous two years
combined. Two of these incidents
began in dorms, both caused by student action. In McBride Hall, a plastic kettle set on a stove burner ignited flames. In Hanna Hall, fireworks
shot from a student window caused
alarm. The other fire began in Peirce
Hall, spurred by a burnt cup placed
inside a trash can.
Students, parents and visitors
can access a full version of the 2018
Federal Clery Report on the Campus Safety website.

American Academy of Arts and
Sciences inducts President Decatur
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

On Oct. 12, President Sean
Decatur was officially inducted
into the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences in Cambridge,
Mass. He was one of 170 Fellows
inducted this year to the Academy, which was founded in 1780
by John Hancock, John Adams
and other members of the early
republic to “advance learning in
service to the public good.”
Decatur joins an exclusive
club that includes luminaries
from across the arts, the humanities, business and public service. Other 2019 Fellows
include former First Lady Michelle Obama, federal judge and
former Supreme Court nominee Merrick Garland and Kaiser Permanente CEO Bernard
Tyson.
For Decatur, the weekend
was a chance to meet and to
connect not only with his peers
in higher education, but also
with people he has admired, like

Michel Martin, NPR’s weekend
host of “All Things Considered,”
and actress and playwright
Anna Deavere Smith.
Decatur had lunch with Bernard Tyson of Kaiser Permanente and Jose Ramon Cabañas,
the Cuban ambassador to the
United States. Cabañas was at
the ceremony on behalf of Eusebio Leal Spingler, a Cuban intellectual who was elected as an international honorary member of
the Academy. At the ceremony,
Decatur sat across the isle from
Merrick Garland.
“[Looking at] the range of
folks from the scholarly community, from the arts world,
from the business world and
broader public service, it’s just
really truly an honor to be a part
of that group,” Decatur said.
For Thomas Stamp ’73, College historian and Keeper of
Kenyoniona, Decatur’s election
“reflects distinction on Kenyon
to have a president who’s a member of such an august group,” as

he wrote in an email to the Collegian.
Vice President for Student
Affairs Meredith Harper Bonham ’92 shared in Stamp’s excitement over Decatur’s election.
“I am immensely proud of
my boss for achieving such welldeserved recognition, and just
really thrilled for him to be inducted into such a prestigious
group of individuals,” she said.
In addition to the honor of
his induction, Decatur joins
an even more exclusive club as
the third person professionally affiliated with Kenyon to
be elected to the Academy. The
other two Fellows are the late
Gordon Keith Chalmers, Kenyon’s 13th president, and John
Crowe Ransom, a professor and
the first editor of the Kenyon Review. Numerous Kenyon alumni
have gone on to become Fellows,
including famed author EL Doctorow ’52, Carl Djerassi ’43 and
Jeffrey Henderson ’68.

Advertising and Subscriptions
Editors-in-Chief Becca Foley,
Adam Schwager
Executive Director Tommy Johnson
Senior News Editor Evey Weisblat
News Editors Ronan Elliott,
Ellie Klee
Features Editor Jackson Wald
Arts Editors Chameli Belk-Gupta,
Sam Brodsky
Opinions Editor Mia Sherin
Sports Editors Jordy Fee-Platt,
Jackson Wald

Designer Betül Aydin
Photography Editors Ben Nutter,
Bella Hatkoff, Cameron Peters
News Assistant Kayleigh McCoy
Features Assistant Rebecca Turner
Chief Copy Editor Andy Kelleher
Copy Editors Nathan Chu, Jack
Draghi, Adam Samet, Richard
Shapiro, Tillie Wang
Social Media Director Eryn Powell
Advisor Emeritus P. F. Kluge
Staff Advisor Kurt Pyle

Advertisers should contact the Collegian’s Executive Director via e-mail at
ads @kenyoncollegian.com for current rates and further information. All materials should be
sent to Executive Director, The Kenyon Collegian, P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH 43022.
Yearly subscriptions to The Kenyon Collegian are available for $50. Checks should be
made payable to The Kenyon Collegian and directed to the Editors-in-Chief. Contact
subscriptions@kenyoncollegian.com.
Office: 214 N. Acland Street
Mailing address: The Kenyon Collegian, Student Activities Center, Gambier, OH 43022.
Business address: P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH, 43022.
E-mail address: collegian@kenyon.edu, kenyoncollegian@gmail.com

3

Thursday, Oct. 17 | kenyoncollegian.com

Campus Senate to draft accessibility guidelines for College
President Decatur has asked the Senate to create a framework for accessibility practices.
EVEY WEISBLAT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

In the wake of widespread concerns
over accessibility on campus — including the raging debate over paving Middle
Path — Campus Senate is developing a set
of guidelines that will lay out the College’s
accessibility practices.
“We’re working on basically a statement of principles for accessibility on
campus,” Vice President for Student Affairs Meredith Bonham ’92 said. “It’s still
very much in the formative stages, so we
haven’t gotten too far on it yet, but President Decatur has asked Campus Senate to
take up this initiative for this year.”
Decatur asked the Senate to overtake
the initiative after realizing that, while
there has been much discussion about
improving the College’s accessibility, little has been done to define what accessi-

bility actually means.
Demands from students, staff and faculty for greater accessibility on campus —
especially for those suffering from physical disabilities — have escalated in recent
years. While much of these demands concern outdated and inaccessible academic
buildings, some of which date back over
100 years, many of them center around
the inaccessibility of Middle Path.
“As it stands, Middle Path is a huge
barrier in the way of our commitment
to inclusion,” Chloe Hannah-Drullard
’20 wrote in an opinion piece published
in the Collegian this semester. “Inclusivity means equal access to that which
we consider normal, like the centralized
pathway to classes used by every student,
faculty and community staff member. Inclusivity means accessibility and, in this
case, accessibility means paving.”
Decatur agreed; he stressed a big-pic-

ture mentality that takes into account the
College’s long-term accessibility goals.
“Beginning to define some of those principles [is] important if we think about
things like accessible teaching spaces,” he
said. “Similarly, it’s a set of guidelines and
principles that I hope [will] also help us
to navigate issues like Middle Path and
other [accessibility concerns].”
According to Decatur, redesigning inaccessible academic buildings would be
a major factor in increasing the College’s
accessibility. This could be anything from
repurposing them for communal use or
as study spaces to renovating them to increase their overall accessibility.
Along these lines, Decatur said that
the West Quad project, which will house
several academic departments, will free
up several outdated buildings, giving
the College time to get a start on achieving its accessibility goals. One such goal

is an update of Ascension Hall, which is
one of the least accessible buildings. The
building has no elevators, and many of
its stairways and passageways are narrow
and difficult for those with physical disabilities to navigate.
Bonham said that the set of guidelines
will not be directive; that is, it will provide
a framework which individual academic
departments (and administrative offices)
can use as a base for their own accessibility policies, but its enforcement will be left
to the discretion of the specific offices.
She also noted that, while the Student
Accessibility and Support Services (SASS)
has parameters guiding how individuals
with disabilities are treated on campus,
she is currently unaware of any specific
accessibility policy used by the College as
a whole. In this way, the Campus Senate’s
accessibility guidelines will fill a muchneeded function on campus.

Candidates tackle
Trump impeachment,
healthcare, economy
Continued from Page 1

healthcare.
Progessive
candidates like Warren and
Sanders argued heavily for
a Medicare For All system,
while other candidates like
Biden, fmr. Congressman Beto
O’Rourke and Mayor Pete Buttigieg countered with their
own ideas — such as Buttigieg’s “Medicare for All Who
Want It.”
After the talk of health
care, the debate transitioned
into discussions of the Ohio
economy and gun violence,
and then concluded with a
question on friendship following the controversy surrounding Ellen DeGeneres attending
a football game with former
President George W. Bush.
After the debate, some of
the candidates entered the spin
room— the room in which reporters and news broadcasts
interview the candidates who
feel they need to “spin” audience opinions on their debate
performances.
In the spin room, O’Rourke
criticized Warren’s health care
plan.
“If you make $250,000 as
a family or less, you will not
see a tax increase in any year
of my administration. Under
a Warren administration it
is unclear right now—she refused to answer the question,”
O’Rourke said. “She failed to
[be forthcoming] tonight, and
she’s failed to do that in previous debates. And I think on
an issue as important as health
care, and an issue as important as taxes on the middle

class, this country deserves
to hear the truth.” Warren, on
the other hand, assured viewers that she would “not sign a
bill into law that does not lower costs for middle class families.”
Businessman Andrew Yang,
who spoke to the Collegian on
the spin room f loor, discussed
his plan to reinvigorate the
economy.
“To me, the core reason why
Donald Trump [is] our president today is that our economy
has evolved in ways that have
left millions of Americans
behind, so the way we come
together is by actually making our economy work for us,
through a dividend of $1,000
a month for every American,”
Yang said. “$12,000 a year will
be a game changer for tens of
millions of American families.”
Speaking
times
varied
greatly between candidates.
Warren spoke for the longest
amount of time at 22 minutes
and 47 seconds, while entrepreneur Tom Steyer spoke for
only seven minutes and 13 seconds in his first debate appearance. Also towards the top was
Biden, another frontrunner,
and Senator Amy Klobuchar,
who polls at only 1.6 percent.
Noticeably absent from the
debate were questions regarding climate change, campaign
finance reform and immigration. The next Democratic
presidential debate is scheduled to take place on Nov. 20
in Atlanta, Ga. It will be hosted by The Washington Post
and MSNBC.

A.S.H.E.S. hosted an event intented to affirm Peirce lawn as a positive space following the negative
reactions from students the suicide-awareness exhibition on Sept. 25. | BELLA HATKOFF

Following ‘Send Silence Packing,’
student activists reclaim Peirce lawn
KAYLEIGH MCCOY
NEWS ASSISTANT
BEN BRUMLEY
STAFF WRITER

From 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 4, the
lawn in front of Peirce Dining Hall was dotted with picnic blankets, petitions and bottles of nail polish, as students laughed, talked, played guitar and read tarot cards
for each other.
This location was no coincidence: the event had been
organized as a response to the hundreds of backpacks,
representing the stories of student suicide across the
country, that just a week ago had covered the lawn.
Entitled “On Peirce Lawn: Community Building and
Mental Health Dialogue,” the event was sponsored by
Active Students Helping the Earth Survive (A.S.H.E.S.).
It was intended as a response to the widespread controversy caused by the “Send Silence Packing” exhibit
brought to campus by the Cox Health and Counseling
Center and the Peer Counselors on Wednesday, Sept. 25.
While the organizers of the event initially envisioned
staging a protest, the idea eventually evolved into a picnic occupying the space. Those involved wanted to focus
on building and celebrating community resilience in the
wake of the Send Silence Packing display, rather than reigniting the negative emotions of the exhibit.
“At first we had the instinct that’s somewhat reactionary to have a protest … then [we] discussed that it
would be better to have an event that celebrates what it
means to be alive,” Willow Green ’21, an event organizer,
said, “Even a protest can be very triggering and puts a lot

of weight on people who are suffering.”
Students came in and out as the day continued,
some sitting down to eat food or play guitar, while others stopped by for a few minutes to greet friends or write
responses to prompts about self-care or mental health at
Kenyon on notepads provided by A.S.H.E.S. Organizers estimated that 30-40 students stayed for a significant
amount of time at the event.
Lucy Adams ’23, an attendee, said that the event felt
like a way to reestablish Peirce Lawn as a comfortable
space for students. “I think a lot of what happened with
that backpack exhibit was that it felt like an intrusion to
our space, so taking it back is really meaningful,” she
said. “[The event is] repurposing it for something that’s
actually helpful … from our perspective, not from an
outsider’s.”
Other students saw the event as a showcase of the
strength of the Kenyon student body and of students’
capacity to support each other, even as they lacked that
support from administration. “The best way we can
build communities is to be active participants within
[them], and that means helping each other,” Shane Wells
’22 said. “A lack of any outside help is a really great excuse to learn how to do that … [though] it sucks we have
to do that.”
Green hopes that the event and conversations that
occurred in the wake of “Send Silence Packing” will
encourage more transparency and communication between students and administrators. “Showing [the administration that] it’s not just a small group of people it
affects [is important],” they said. “At the end of the day,
them hearing from many voices is important.”
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Kenyon Farm composting a surplus of fruits and vegetables
With new tools and updated systems, the Farm is experiencing overproduction this season
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS EDITOR

Due to a surplus of produce this season, the Kenyon
Farm has begun composting
excess fruits and vegetables.
Over the past few years, the
Farm, which sells its produce
to Peirce Dining Hall and
customers in Mount Vernon,
has increased its production
significantly, to the point that
its supply now outweighs its
demand. The Farm now has
to consider alternative uses
for its produce.
Ryan Hottle, Kenyon Farm
Manager and professor of environmental science, says that
the situation is not unusual.
It’s difficult for the Farm to
gauge demand for its produce, and easy to over-plant a
given crop. He did, however,
note that the concept of “food
waste” is different for fresh
produce than for food already
on store shelves.
“From an environmental
perspective, it’s not nearly as
bad as transporting that produce, processing it, cooking
it, delivering it to the con-

sumer and then it results in
waste,” Hottle said. “That
said, do we want to be picking
high-quality produce, letting
it sit for several days and then
throwing it in the compost?
No. That’s never the ideal.”
The Farm has updated its
production systems over the
past few years. A pair of “high
tunnels” — arched growing
structures — make it easier
for the Farm to grow tomatoes and peppers, and a recent
investment in storage bins
has allowed them to harvest
and transport produce more
efficiently. In addition, the
Farm has purchased a tractor,
which has cut the time needed to till fields from four days
Unsold produce sits atop a compost heap at the Kenyon Farm. The Farm struggles to gauge demand
to less than one.
Despite these advance- for its fruits and vegetables, which it sells to Peirce Hall and to Mount Vernon locals. | BEN NUTTER
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Village Council debates on increasing mayor’s yearly salary
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS EDITOR

On Oct. 7, the Gambier Village Council held their monthly
meeting. While several minor
issues were brought up — including a Gambier pond that
is suffering from erosion and a
possible expansion to the community gardens — there were
two primary points of discussion
that dominated the meeting.
The first was a proposed project to install charging stations
for electric vehicles (EVs) in the

Village. The stations would be
provided by EV United, a national company dedicated to
expanding infrastructure for
electric vehicles. A representative from EV United said that
the company is currently working to integrate EV charging
into smaller communities such
as Gambier.
“It helps stimulate the economy for a tourism standpoint,”
the representative said. “[If]
someone’s charging here, they’re
[also] shopping at local business-

es, they’re stopping here on their
way to Apple Valley or another
destination.”
Under EV United’s program,
Gambier would qualify for DC
Fast Chargers, which can fill
the battery of most electric cars
in under an hour. Users would
locate the stations and reserve
spots for their cars using the app
ChargePoint, which would also
allow them to pay for the service. Under ChargePoint, proceeds from the charging stations
would go directly to the Village.

At their monthly meeting, Village Council members debated on whether to increase the mayor’s salary from $9,000 to $16,000 per year. No resolution was reached. | SARA HALEBLIAN

The Council discussed where
it would be best to put the chargers — generally, it was agreed
that a location in the Village,
near the Campus Auto gas station, would best stimulate economic activity. Ultimately, the
Council agreed to postpone the
decision until their November
meeting, when the mayor may
declare an emergency ordinance
in order to quickly secure funds
for the project.
The final topic under consideration was a proposed increase to the mayor’s salary. At
present, the mayor of Gambier
makes $9,000 a year. This sum is
meant to reflect the scope of the
mayor’s duties — Councilwoman Liz Forman estimated that
the job would occupy around 40
hours per month. The proposed
raise would increase this salary
to $16,000 per year, a sum that
some members thought was better suited to the mayor’s position.
Councilwoman Betsy Heer
was concerned that the change
in salary was taking place too
close to a change in leadership.
Currently, there is only a single
mayoral candidate in the upcoming election, and it is too late
for anyone else to enter the race.
“The optics and the timing of
this is terrible,” Heer said. “The
fact that we’re basically promising one person this enormous
raise within three months of

this person taking office is my
issue . . . What I would expect
as a compromise is to raise the
salary to $12,000 rather than
$16,000, which represents a
thousand dollars a month. And
if you want to raise the salary
further, to do this in the coming
year, so there’s no appearance of
impropriety.”
Other Council members were
concerned that the current salary was below minimum wage.
“You can’t afford to be the
mayor,” Council member Phil
Brooks said. “And you can see
who’s been mayor. You have to
either be retired, or have enough
money, or have a spouse at Kenyon.”
Forman interrupted. “The
hardest thing about becoming
mayor in Gambier is you have to
live here twelve months a year,”
she said. “That’s the hardest
part.”
Some Council members
didn’t believe that the mayor’s
duties should be done primarily for profit, while others —
including the current mayor,
Kachen Kimmell — expressed
offense at the idea that the job
should be considered a “hobby”.
In the end, the discussion
failed to reach a conclusion. The
Council will vote on the proposition in December, as well as
what the increased salary might
be — whether that be $12,000,
$16,000 or some other amount.

Thursday, Oct. 17

s
s
a
l
C lash
C
so
Jack
d by
e
l
i
p
Com

What album did Pitchfork (a
music reviewing website) name
as the album of the decade
(2010-2019)?
What is the name of the church
on South campus?
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Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

Sophomore Class Total:

First -Year Class Total:

11

10

10

5

Answer

Austin Lichtenstein ’20

Julia Cullen ’21

Sarah Newman ’22

Blonde - Frank Ocean

Blonde - Frank Ocean

Blonde - Frank Ocean

Kanye West - ye

Melodrama - Lorde

Church of the Holy Spirit

Church of the Holy Spirit

Harcourt Parish

6

4

4

Breaking Bad

Full House

Breaking Bad

3

2

3

Church of the Holy Spirit

How many tennis courts are inside
the Kenyon Athletic Center?

4

What popular TV show recently
had a follow-up movie released on
Netflix?

Breaking Bad

Weekly Scores

Paid Advertisement

Church of Jesus Christ
and the Latter Day Saints

4

Kate Berges ‘23

Downton Abbey

1

Paid Advertisement

The Gambier House Bed and
Breakfast

gambierhouse.com
740.427.2668
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Left: Former Congressman and preisdential hopeful Beto O’Rourke answers questions from the press. Right: Businessman Tom Steyer talks on Fox News in the spin room
after the debate. The twelve Democratic presidential candidates took the stage at Otterbein University on Tuesday, each hoping to become the nominee. | BECCA FOLEY

An inside look at the Ohio Democratic Presidential Debate
JACKSON WALD
FEATURES EDITOR

At the Democratic presidential debate, attention was
squarely focused on the 12
candidates. As they arrived
on stage, where they responded to questions concerning issues such as healthcare, gun
control and the impeachment
of the incumbent president,
people all across the country
and around the globe tuned
in to watch. During the debate, candidates expressed
their views and ideals with
the ultimate goal of increased
popularity and a chance to
occupy the Oval Office.
However, the 12 candidates
on stage are only a small part
of the entire debate operation.
The transformation of Otterbein University’s gymnasium
into a hall appropriate for a
presidential debate took over
15,000 hours of labor. CNN
and The New York Times, who
jointly hosted the debate, ordered over 500 feet of cable

and truss, 400 stage decks and
over 40 semi trucks to deliver
the equipment.
Additionally, over 100 people in the Westerville area
were hired for setup. 1,500
people attended the debate—
ranging from members of the
Democratic National Committee and friends and family
of Ohio Democratic representatives to Otterbein University students and faculty. These
are a few stories of the people
who watched this event from
behind the scenes.
Carolina Lech is a firstyear student at Otterbein, and
was one of the first people in
line to enter the gymnasium
where the debate was held.
Lech, who lives less than 10
minutes from the arena, arrived over four and a half
hours early in hopes of finding a seat close to the stage.
Lech’s main interest was each
candidate’s stance on environmental policy and was excited that the debate occurred

on Otterbein’s campus.
“I think it’s really cool,”
Lech said. “I wouldn’t ever
have [attended] something
like [the debate] if it hadn’t
been on my campus. That’s
not something I tend to think
about as much. So the fact
that [the debate] was able to
be here ... is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity I wouldn’t
be able to do otherwise. It’s
really amazing.”
Ken Klippenstein is an investigative reporter for The
Young Turks, a progressive
news media outlet. Klippenstein has amassed over
150,000 followers on Twitter
for his work using Freedom of
Information Act documents
to break stories. Klippenstein,
who was sent by The Young
Turks to cover the debate, had
a more cynical view of the
event.
“I’m here at the Ohio debate because my boss made
me come here,” Klippenstein
said. “I’m actually an inves-

tigative reporter that prefers
to do [investigative work], but
the way the media is set up,
we’re all sort of forced to go
to these sort of circus events,
and there’s a very strong circus vibe that I’m getting here
now.”
Waverly Hart is the Editorin-Chief of The Wooster Voice,
the College of Wooster’s student-run news publication.
The debate is Hart’s first experience covering a major political event.
“It’s wild. I think it’s crazy
that we have this amazing opportunity to be [at the debate]
as student journalists, and I
think it’s really promising for
our careers and our futures,”
Hart said. “And it’s just making me really optimistic. And
hopefully in the future, I’ll
feel more comfortable covering big events like this.”
Hart’s main focus—and
what she planned on asking
the candidates about in the
spin room after the debate—

was American foreign policy,
especially how the candidates
would have handled pulling
troops out of Syria.
“I think our national defense is very important, and
I think people get kind of
caught up in our issues in
America,” said Hart. “And
that’s very important, but
I think sometimes, at least
on my campus, students let
our relationships with other
countries go by the wayside.”
Hart also believes that the
presidential debate taking
place in Ohio, especially at a
university such as Otterbein,
is necessary to engage Americans in national issues and
encourage voting.
I think it’s really important
that the debate is being held
in Ohio as a battleground
state,” said Hart. “Many of the
Otterbein students that have
access to this debate are part
of a major voting bloc, and it’s
important that we mobilize
them.”

Left: The Press Filing Center at the Democratic Presidential Debate. Right: Andrew Yang speaks to a group of reporters, including the Kenyon Collegian. | BECCA FOLEY
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Though Cremin and Brinich Langlois’s work is distinct, both artists explores the variety of ways in which humans interact with their environments. | ANNMARIE MORRISON

New Gund Gallery exhibits explore nontraditional mediums
Gund Gallery opens two exhibits that experiment with the way people experience the world
PAIGE KELLER
STAFF WRITER

As visitors entered Gund
Gallery on Oct 3, they were
immediately drawn into the
two new exhibitions with
their non-traditional mediums, sound and quilts and
the dramatic uses of space
and color.
The Gallery hosted a reception for the premiere of
the two new art shows: a
traveling exhibition called
“Soundings: An Exhibition
in Five Parts” and a selection
of pieces by Kenyon alumnae Mallory Cremin ’84 and
Cynthia
Brinich-Langlois
’04 that were a continuation
of Alumnae: 50 Years, which
celebrates 50 years of coeducation.
“Soundings: An Exhibition

in Five Parts” explores how
musical scores and sound can
be used as tools to promote
decolonization. Many of the
pieces were created by indigenous artists. As viewers
explore the exhibition, they
become immersed in the music and culture of indigenous
artists.
The exhibit relies on sound
to function, in a sharp contrast to traditional art mediums. As one enters the rooms,
other visitors are silent and
the sound of the art, a mix of
different noises and music,
draws the complete attention
of any listener.
There were also a series
of pieces inviting visitor interaction to promote fuller
involvement with the works.
One piece asked visitors to

drop beads in a jar and observe the noises and patterns
that emerged from the layers
of colored beads.
The second exhibit presented the art of two Kenyon alumnae and explored
how bodies and the environment interact with each
other, an overarching theme
in the alumnae series that
will last this entire academic
year. Cremin and BrinichLanglois focused particularly on humans’ environmental impact with their pieces.
Cremin demonstrates this
through her choice to utilize
quilts and cyanotypes, a photographic printing process,
over traditional art mediums.
According to Alasia Destine-DeFreece ’21, a Gund
Gallery associate who helped

curate the exhibit, “there is
the visual commentary on
the material objects that we
create and have as human beings and how they might be
wasteful or impactful on the
environment ... but her use of
cyanotype is a very environmentally conscious medium.”
Cremin also combined nature
imagery with the motifs of
man-made objects, displaying
how humans have destroyed
these beautiful environments
with our consumerism.
In comparison, BrinichLanglois looked at interactions with one’s surroundings more literally with her
observational works, which
utilized sketches and notetaking. Each piece was directly affected by how she saw
her environment at that exact

moment. She emphasized this
direct impact by using her
first drafts and not letting
herself go back and adjust
what she drew. “Being able to
see her process in the work itself is a very special thing …
that is very much one human
in their environment,” said
Destine-DeFreece.
Both exhibits presented
new and interesting ways
to interact with the world
around the spectator. While
“Soundings” challenged how
one interacts with art itself,
the alumnae pieces provoked
visitors to analyze how they
interact with their environment. “Soundings” will be at
Gund Gallery until Dec 15
and this portion of the Alumnae: 50 Years series will be
available until Nov 1.

“Horn Unplugged” brings a rare, acoustic vibe to the Horn
LEAH ANDERSON
STAFF WRITER

On October 4, students
packed the lower level of
the Horn Gallery, excited to
hear acoustic sets of original music from a number of
Kenyon’s own musicians. A
string of lights illuminated
the room, creating a comfortable atmosphere supported
by the laid-back demeanor
of the crowd. Despite showcasing many musicians and
various genres, the acoustic nature and originality of
each act unified the evening.
The relaxed mood of the performances perfectly ref lected
environment and audience.
Josh Aberman ’20 is familiar with the Horn as both a
student musician and a sound
technician, but this event
marked his first time organizing a show there. When he

began to plan for Horn Unplugged, he had two goals in
mind. On the practical side,
Aberman wanted to prevent
the show from becoming
overbearingly loud, as the
Horn can grow into an intense roar when punk bands
perform with amplified instruments. His second goal
was to push student musicians towards taking creative
risks while bringing in a new
crowd of listeners.
“I wanted an environment
that would bring in people
that normally might be intimidated by the loud music,”
Aberman said. “I wanted to
force musicians out of their
comfort zone because I want
to see how having to play
acoustic and not having loud
drums and things like that
makes people give different
kinds of performances.”

Modelled
after
other nial Pinks. The night’s peracoustic music series like formances evolved from bitMTV Unplugged and NPR’s ter break-up songs to pining
Tiny Desk, Horn Unplugged love ballads to music riddled
allowed musicians to explore with humor. Between songs,
new interpretations of their the musicians promoted their
songs in an
profiles
intimate
on Bandenvironcamp and
“Music is super
ment. AbSpotify
important. It
erman notwhile jokbrings people together. It
ed that the
ing
with
concert se- makes people happy.”
the audiries Sofar
ence. The
Josh Aberman ’20
Sounds,
animated,
which he
refreshing
was
able
interacto experitions beence while
tween the
abroad last year, was particu- crowd and musicians helped
larly inf luential in his plan- to develop the inviting envining for the event.
ronment Aberman had enviAlong with hosting, Aber- sioned for the evening.
man performed in the show
Katie Predella ’23, who
alongside drummer Benjamin performed several original
Brumley ’22 as The Millen- songs, was thankful for the

“

chance to play in front of an
audience of her peers. “It gave
me an opportunity to put out
music that I haven’t shown
to a lot of people,” Predella
said. “It gave me a little bit of
feedback and ideas of what I
should do in the future.”
The student musicians
sang an array of original
songs with occasional popular covers. The music was
well-performed, but the most
thrilling aspect of the show
was the impressive lyricism
on display.
Horn Unplugged was a delightful display of student
musicians supporting each
other: When not performing,
they joined the audience to
enjoy their talented peers.
“Music is super important,” Aberman said. “It
brings people together. It
makes people happy.”
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Senior thesis show brings a queer narrative to the Hill Stage

Jordan Seavey's play "Homos, or Everyone in America" tells a moving and nonlinear gay love story that revolves around a tragic hate crime. | ELEANOR EVANS-WICKBERG
GRACE KORTHUIS
STAFF WRITER

The audience was immediately drawn in to the
play “Homos, or Everyone in
America” by the minimalistic set consisting of only
a bed, a table, a chair and a
record player. The play, performed on Oct 4 and 5 in the
Hill Theater, weaves a nonlinear story of a gay couple
living in New York City. The
content shifts rapidly from
humorous to melancholy to
heartwarming, keeping the
audience sharply involved at
every turn.
Director Garrick Schultz
’20 was drawn to this play in
particular for his senior thesis because of its unconventional structure and style,
feeling that it allowed room
for imagination. The script
includes only four characters, jumps back and forth
through time to unexpected

moments and even alternates the play’s commentary on
between perspectives for cer- sexuality felt. “I was really
tain scenes.
uncomfortable
performing
For Schultz, one of the in this play … I didn’t think
biggest struggles in direct- that would be the case when
ing was learning to adapt I chose it,” said Alwan. “I was
his vision over the course of super excited for it … but I feel
the
produclike
tion process.
acIn the end, he
In the process of cepfeels proud of
this play I feel like tance
the final reis
a
I've grown a lot more comsult. “Somelifetimes when I fortable with myself and
long
look at a play with my identity."
jourI’ll be so inney. I
spired I’ll see Oudabah Alwan '20
grew
images in my
up in
head of how
a very
I want it to
conlook, and then, when I actu- servative household and so
ally get a chance to put those I’m still learning to undo a
on stage and see those images lot of the things that I was soon stage, it’s the coolest thing cialized into believing, a lot
in the world,” said Schultz.
of the internalized homophoActing in “Homos, Or Ev- bia. So getting on the stage
eryone in America” was chal- and beginning the rehearsal
lenging for Oubadah Alwan process in front of all these
’20 because of how personal people was a very vulnerable

“

experience for me.”
The two main characters (both unnamed) seek
throughout the play to understand what their sexuality
means to them on an individual level. The show addresses
the ways in which personal
struggles can be made global
and how quickly we can become part of a larger story.
The characters experience
this shock firsthand when
one of them is victim to a
devastating hate crime that
turns into a widely-recognized news story.
This play was a personal
reminder for Alwan of the
ways that he can still grow
in his awareness of his own
identity. Despite how safe he
feels with his sexuality here at
Kenyon, there are still parts
of him that struggle with it.
“In the process of this play I
feel like I’ve grown a lot more
comfortable with myself and
with my identity,” he said. “I

guess I’ve come to terms with
… not knowing what I am
yet, or what that identity is.”
Both Alwan and Schultz
commented on the importance of collaboration and
conversation throughout the
production process. They
learned to communicate their
personal artistic opinions as
well as work with the other
actors and crew to create a
final product that bears significance for each individual
involved in the process.
“Homos, Or Everyone in
America” is a story of communication on a fundamental level. It speaks to the familiar struggles that appear
in human relationships of all
kinds, and the ways that we
overcome them through love
and shared tragedy. The play
speaks not only to the actors
and crew, but also to the audience members in a touching, heartbreaking and deeply genuine way.

Joaquin Phoenix excels in Joker, even as movie disappoints
Joker is filled with vague messages and weak political critiques that never take a real stand.
JOSEPH POZO
STAFF WRITER

Upon Joker’s initial release, praises f lew in from critics and fans alike
regarding its replication of the 70s
hit streak of gritty films about loners who have been marginalized from
society. The film is littered with references to those of Martin Scorese,
namely The King of Comedy and Taxi
Driver. Upon seeing this movie, it's
clear why many drew such comparisons: they offer Joker its main—and
possibly only—sense of political relevance.
With vague political critiques masquerading as both attempted commentary and allusions to the films
that have come before, the movie’s
director Todd Phillips balks at asserting any coherent political mes-

sage. Phillips hides behind the preestablished “chaos for chaos’ sake”
take on the Joker established by The
Dark Knight’s director Christopher
Nolan as an excuse for never delving
deeply into the circumstances that
created the notorious villain.
The movie follows Arthur Fleck
(Joaquin Phoenix), a struggling
clown by day and comedian by night
whose mental illness renders him unable to perform. Joker examines the
consequences of society overlooking
the less fortunate and the circumstances that could lead someone to
commit acts as heinous as the ones
perpetrated by the Joker. The only
problem, though, is that these “circumstances” are never defined and
the “less fortunate” are never given
a face. Instead, they are represented
by pseudo-Marxist catch phrases like

“Kill The Rich,” a headline featured
in a newspaper that many of the protesters read. Making sure not to pinpoint any one cause as to not alienate
any viewer, Phillips merely throws
vague criticisms towards society at
large.
To backtrack on the aforementioned leftist views—Phillips himself has frequently criticized the “far
left”—Joker depicts Gotham City's
poor as easily agitated, with a mob
mentality that leads to the death of
various police officers. Fleck is assaulted by poor, thieving children
as well as rich, arrogant Wall Street
brokers. In Phillips’ Gotham, Fleck ’s
antagonists are the poor and the rich
alike, allowing caricatures of the two
groups to take the place of any real
portrayal of class relations.
A step in the right direction for

DC movies, Joker sets the framework
for DC to produce films that are unbound by genre conventions and,
hopefully in the future, will grasp
the ever-shifting political and social
climate of the real world. An Oscarworthy performance from Phoenix
facilitates a grounded understanding of mental illness that isn't as cartoonish as the comics would have
you believe. The film’s decision not
to villainize the mentally ill, but
rather those who lack compassion
towards them, is greatly appreciated
and one of the few moments of originality in an otherwise trope-riddled
film. It's clear that the movie should
have stuck to just that, rather than
attempting to engage in a political
discourse grounded in a misunderstanding of the films Phillips frequently references.
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Michelle Alexander talk must prompt a
Tear down New
discussion on Black Studies at Kenyon
Apartment
D-block
FRANCIS GOURRIER
CONTRIBUTOR

In this week’s issue, we reported on the unfortunate
situation that befell the residents of New Apartment D1.
According to a dive into the Collegian archives, this is
at least the third time that we have reported on dangerous black mold being present in the New Apartments,
especially in D1. While we know the College is hoping
to phase out the New Apts over the coming years, we
believe it is time to tear down D block.
Failure to respond quickly to repeated instances of
black mold can have deadly consequences. As our news
article reported, Olivia Paregol’s death from adenovirus
at the University of Maryland, College Park was connected to her long-term exposure to mold. While mold
does not cause adenovirus, an infectious disease, it can
cause respiratory irritation and make someone more
susceptible to illnesses like adenovirus.
Of course, we commend the College for acting
quickly and eliminating the mold spores in D block, but
we worry that this is a recurring problem.
The New Apts have been perpetually damp, as they
are built on an area that is now considered swampland,
and dampness can be dangerous. On Feb. 27, 2014, the
Collegian published a deep dive into the various problems plaguing the New Apts. The New Apts are located
in the path of a stream and they lack a proper water diversion system. Additionally, the College has added layers of drywall to the apartments over the years, which
can also foment mold and mildew when the inner layers
begin to rot.
The first reported issues of mold in D-Block surfaced
in the Feb. 13, 2003 issue of the Collegian. In that issue,
we reported that black mold in D2 forced students to be
moved to the Kenyon Inn for 10 days while the issue was
‘resolved.’ However, “when the students of D2 returned
to their apartment for the beginning of the second semester, the mold had become a bigger problem.”
In the April 17, 2014 issue of the Collegian, we wrote
that students listed “mold, flimsy doors, rickety stairs,
lack of hot water, dirt and debris in the bathtubs, the
difficulty of regulating temperature and easy access
for bugs” as some of the major issues plaguing the New
Apts.
There is no clear solution to the New Apts’ problems.
As we reported in 2014, rerouting culverts to deal with
the dampness would be a costly undertaking that the
College is likely unwilling to undertake.
In the Dec. 11, 2014 issue of the Collegian, we covered
the destruction of much-maligned E-Block. According
to the report, the residents of E-Block had to often make
more than a simple work request to get their mold-filled
apartment, with one student’s parent emailing President
Decatur about the condition of the apartment. According to Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman, “instead
of investing tens of thousands of dollars into renovating
those places, [we decided to] just take them offline [from
the Housing Lottery].” We would implore the College
to do the same here. The common thread between all
modern reports of New Apartment mold has been clear:
the chief complainants have lived in D-Block.
With that said, the College needs to commit to major
upgrades that will ensure the safety and livability of the
New Apts. Additionally, the College needs to communicate the problems associated with the New Apts to potential residents, and residents of the College should be
in constant communication over emergent issues.
It appears to us that years of evidence show D-Block
to be unsafe and unfixable. The only solution for the
safety of the students may be to take the rooms offline
and destroy the building. If the College is going to guarantee housing for all four years, it is crucial that students
can be confident that this housing is safe.
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief
Becca Foley ’20 and Adam Schwager ’20, and executive
director Tommy Johnson ’20. You can contact them at
foley1@kenyon.edu, schwager1@kenyon.edu and johnson1@kenyon.edu, respectively.

“Like… most young people who come up
through educational systems in the United
States, I didn’t graduate from high school with
any deep understanding about black history… And then I go out into the world wanting
to be a civil rights lawyer and activist…”
–Michelle Alexander

Two weeks ago, the College celebrated the
50th anniversary of the Black Student Union
(BSU) with a remarkable series of events attended by Kenyon students, faculty, alumni,
administration, guests and members of our
extended community. The four-day reunion
provided an opportunity for attendees to reflect on the ways the BSU has impacted their
lives at Kenyon and beyond.
A personal highlight for me was Friday
night’s main event, “An Evening with Michelle Alexander.” This was not simply because I had the chance to share the stage with
a scholar whom I’ve long admired, but also
because her words captured a very critical element of the BSU’s formation: the realization
that Black life—in its raced, sexed, gendered,
localized, nationalized and globalized formations—is dynamic and requires critical
attention in all disciplines of study.
I was disappointed to see the low level of
attention Professor Alexander received in
the Collegian’s Oct. 3, 2019 issue. Alexander
is a legal scholar and New York Times columnist. Her book, The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness,
generated much of the energy around contemporary criminal justice reform efforts.
Her profile is among the highest of speak-

ers that Kenyon has seen in recent years. In
front of a packed Rosse auditorium, beautifully filled with the kind of diversity the BSU
founders dreamed of, Professor Alexander
spoke eloquently about the major social and
political issues of our time. She graciously
stayed beyond her scheduled time in order to
meet and mingle with all who attended the
reception that followed.
In spite of the minimal attention given
to our conversation, one important point
the Collegian did manage to capture was the
“multitude of issues” we covered. Though
most recognized for The New Jim Crow,
Professor Alexander’s writing and expertise
reaches far beyond policing and racialized
“systems of control.” Our topics included
mass detention and deportation, the silence
surrounding Palestinian oppression, rape,
and the legal and health ramifications of
abortion policy. This broad coverage was
meant to reinvigorate the spirit of activism
carried by the BSU’s founders and use that
energy to ground the various activist causes
we see on our campus today. I hoped that
even those who do not see themselves as
activists—perhaps people who want to create and shape policy—could become aware
of how these topics came together to guide a
great American scholar who has influenced
policy.
On stage, I very deliberately opened up
our conversation with a question about
Black Studies. The creation of a Black Studies program was one of the original demands
of the BSU in 1969. It was also a growing
expression of Black Power, manifested on
college campuses throughout the country
during that era. I suspected that Professor

Alexander had been greatly influenced by
Black Studies, which she confirmed in her
response when she noted that “the kind of
literature and research that Black Studies
has made possible has completely informed
my own work.” Without this foundation, she
could not make sense of the data surrounding mass incarceration, and she would certainly have lacked the historical context necessary to connect this system to Jim Crow
and slavery here in the U.S. and to issues of
national security and foreign affairs.
By glossing over the details in our conversation, the Collegian missed a very important point. Black Studies (or, as we call it here
at Kenyon, African Diaspora Studies) is an
essential area of study with the power to create the kind of critical foundations necessary
to address the social, political and economic
issues we face today. Kenyon has a very fine
African Diaspora Studies program: It offers
courses in all four academic divisions and in
other interdisciplinary programs, illustrating the aforementioned dynamism of black
life.
Students who dream of shifting political discourse and influencing public policy
can follow in Professor Alexander’s footsteps
and explore the robust offerings of African
Diaspora Studies here at Kenyon. I cannot
think of a better time to stress this point as
we mark the 50th anniversary of the BSU
and as students prepare to select courses for
next semester.
Francis Gourrier ’08 is an assistant professor of American studies and history, and an
affiliate faculty of the African diaspora studies
program. You can contact him at gourrierf@
kenyon.edu.

ALEX GILKEY

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed on
this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the community are
welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous
letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday
prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the
editorial board reserve the right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of Kenyon College.

10

Thursday, Oct. 17 | kenyoncollegian.com

Another perspective on student debt forgiveness: It’s realistic
NICK BECKER
CONTRIBUTOR

In the Oct. 3 Collegian oped, “Kenyon students must not
buy into student debt forgiveness,” Salvatore Macchione ’23
makes two connected claims.
First, he believes that Kenyon
students are “borderline ‘utopian idealist’ progressive[s]” who
are “blindly believing unfeasible promises” from presidential
candidates like Bernie Sanders
and Elizabeth Warren. Then,
Macchione argues that Kenyon
students’ support for student
debt cancellation best exemplifies this “potentially harmful”
phenomenon.
Macchione wants to be clear
he is not arguing against the
merits of student debt cancellation. He writes that student
debt cancellation “sounds perfect—in fact, it sounds more
than perfect: It’s ideal.” Indeed,

student debt cancellation is a
sound policy. Total student debt
cancellation, as proposed by
Bernie Sanders, will halt a compounding effect on U.S. wealth
inequality and significantly reduce the racial wealth gap.
If student debt cancellation
is a good policy, why does Macchione think that supporting it
makes you an unrealistic utopian progressive? Simply put,
he believes there is no way that
Sanders or Warren could pass
student debt cancellation—
funded by a “ultra-wealth tax”—
through Congress. However,
this “realistic” political analysis is based on a f lawed view of
politics.
As evidence of the impracticality of student debt cancellation, the Oct. 3 op-ed notes
that it took a year and a half for
President Obama to get a tax
hike through Congress in 2012.
However, this analysis ignores

CROSSWORD
Across
1. “Evening dews and
____,” line in “Battle
Hymn of the Republic”
6. Three letters often
following CD
9. Senior exercise, familiarly
14. Graceful sort of
heron
15. Awkward sort of
ostrich
16. Implement mandatory gun buybacks,
perhaps
17. Host location for
Tuesday’s Democratic
debate
20. Liturgical letter
21. Buche de Noel
22. MUSC 471 or 473
25. Candidate for whom
some “feel the Bern”
28. Paddle
29. Princess sleep disturber
31. Tinkerbell, e.g.
32. Pulp and pulp-free
33. Movie theater
36. “Uncle Joe” (first,
last, suffix)
42. To detain
43. Long time, alternatively
45. Digital matchmaker
for the Buttigiegs
47. CollegeBoard exam
50. Ram’s counterpart
51. Echosmith-headlined
festival
53. Killed, in the bud

the fact that, according to some
experts, student debt cancellation would not need Congressional approval. With the stroke
of a pen, the Secretary of Education could wipe out all of the
student debt owed to the federal
government.
Additionally, that action
would hardly put a dent in the
government’s finances. As Ben
Beckett notes in Jacobin, “$1.5
trillion is the total amount that
debtors owe the government,
and only a small fraction of that
is collected each year.” In other
words, the yearly payments of
student debt are a trivial contribution to the federal budget.
However, if Sanders or Warren did want to balance the cancellation with an ultra-wealth
tax, they would indeed need
Congressional approval. Macchione believes that an ultra
-wealth tax proposed “during
the height of a resurgence of ul-

tra-conservative, alt-right rhetoric” is a “recipe for a f lop.”
We disagree with Macchione’s thinking here. A crucial
aspect of Donald Trump’s winning campaign in 2016 was his
ability to criticize the failure of
both Republicans and Democrats in curbing wealth inequality.
However, while Trump did
not campaign like a traditional business-friendly Republican, he has certainly governed
like one. Fighting for policies,
like an ultra-wealth tax to fund
student debt cancellation, that
would deliver real benefits for
working class people is exactly
how a Democratic candidate
could distinguish themself from
Trump’s plutocratic governing
record in the 2020 presidential
campaign.
Macchione’s take on student
debt cancellation applies to just
about any progressive idea. But

his argument elides the fact that
while bold progressive policies,
like Medicare for All, the Green
New Deal and, yes, student
debt cancellation, are popular
throughout the country, neither
party has ever made them a priority.
Instead of resigning ourselves
to a choice between “ultra-conservatism” and Joe Biden’s weak
centrism, we should throw ourselves into the difficult, but necessary and achievable, project of
mobilizing this vast majority to
secure a just world. In fact, compared to making defensive compromises with right-wing forces,
political mobilization on this
scale is the most realistic option.
Nick Becker ’22 is an undeclared major from Pittsburg,
Pennsylvania. He is the Secretary-Treasurer of Kenyon Young
Democratic Socialists of America
(KYDSA) You can contact him at
becker3@kenyon.edu.

Cameron Austin
Crossword Editor

55. Alfred E. Neuman
magazine
56. Ascetic
59. She has a plan for
that
65. Bona fide
66. Washington and
___ University
67. Unidirectional conductor
68. Motif
69. Carmen or Juni, in
popular 2001 kids’ flick
70. Knee of the arm

26. Call Me by Your
____
27. Much-mourned princess
30. Pain
34. Chronic intestinal
discomfort, abbrev.
35. Louse eggs
37. Smashed silica
38. “Wherefore and
hence, therefore and
____”
39. Quickly constructed
abode
40. Doorless SUV,
Down
sometimes
1. Morning adornment 41. David or Pam, of Poof Peirce lawn
litical Science
2. Kenyon’s is 194
44. Friend of Moze and
3. Wife of a Mr.
Cookie, in Nickelodeon
4. Heavenly gatekeeper show
5. To volunteer
45. Medicine-wielding
6. Readies for a motor character class
race
46. Color of “girls” folk
7. To leave out
duo
8. Warms some wine
48. Once again
9. Signal
49. Diatribe
10. American artist and 51. To extract iron from
activist Yoko
magnetite, for example
11. Romantic symphon- 52. Keeps things burnist
ing
12. Nunnery
54. Danger
13. Frequent fogs of
57. Mary Poppin’s “____
Victorian London
in Time”
18. ____ and shine
58. Neither he nor she
19. Like trees, though
60. To close a coat
not for long
61. Schlorped
22. Call of the dove
62. To pilfer
23. Main pilgrimage of 63. Old-time Tokyo
Islam
64. Like this Collegian
24. Approximately
issue on Oct. 17

Congrats to Gabriella Must ’20 abd Kara Morrison ’20 for being the first to
submit a correct solution to last week’s puzzle!
Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword to
crossword@kenyoncollegian.com for the chance to get a shoutout!
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Aided by late interception, Lords
win third game
ADAM SCHWAGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Tara Shetty ’21 prepares to hit the ball upfield. The Ladies record now sits at 10-2. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

Kenyon extends win streak to nine as
Metzmaier leads Ladies over Wittenberg
SAM HAGA
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon field hockey secured their ninth consecutive win last Sunday against
Wittenberg University Tigers. They beat the Tigers
4-0, with goalkeeper Payton
Doan ’23 obtaining her fifth
shutout of the season. The
Ladies dominated possession throughout the game,
requiring zero saves from

Doan. Kenyon outshot their
opponents 14-3, with Sarah
Metzmaier ’22 accounting
for five of those shots, all
of which were on goal. The
Ladies’ scorers consisted
of Metzmaier, Tara Shetty
’21, Olivia O’Connell ’21
and Emma Hyer ’22. Paulina Mendez ’21 tallied the
only assist of the game off
a penalty corner, as Metzmaier scored from the top

of the circle for the Ladies’
fourth and final goal of the
game. Kenyon successfully
converted one out of three
penalty corners. Metzmaier
credits much of their team’s
success to “cohesive determination and commitment
to [their] team.”
Next, the team will face
off against DePauw University, who they previously beat 3-1 on Sept. 28.

In their upcoming match,
Metzmaier says the team
is “looking to stay focused,
control the controllables,
be prepared and, most importantly, be confident.”
The teams will compete at
11 a.m. at Benson Bowl on
Oct. 19. They will then play
against Earlham College on
Oct. 20, who Kenyon has
held a 19-1 record against
since 2009.

Ladies struggle against Denison, beat
Ohio Wesleyan in a 1-0 overtime thriller
REESE CASAIS
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, Oct. 12, the Kenyon Ladies soccer team lost to conference rival
Denison University 4-1 at home. The loss
was Kenyon’s first against an NCAC opponent, dropping Kenyon’s conference
record to 2-1 and their overall record to
5-6. Kenyon has not won against Denison
since Oct. 17, 2015, when they won 1-0.
Since then, Kenyon has gone 0-3-2 versus
the Big Red.

Kenyon scored first in the ninth minute, with Fallon Raviol ’20 scoring her fifth
goal of the season with an assist from Olivia Dion ’22. Denison responded with four
unanswered goals, the first two of which
came within three minutes of each other
late in the first half. The third goal was
registered three minutes into the second
half, and Denison’s final goal came with 17
minutes remaining in the game. The Big
Red nearly tripled the Ladies in shots on
goal, with 15 shots to Kenyon’s six.
On Tuesday, the Ladies bounced back

Gwyneth Phillips ’20 heads the ball in the direction of a teammate. Kenyon
beat Ohio Wesleyan by a score of 1-0. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

in a home game against Ohio Wesleyan
University’s Battling Bishops with a thrilling 1-0 overtime victory. It was a crucial
conference win for Kenyon, which moved
them into a tie for second place in the
NCAC with a 3-1 record.
The game remained scoreless through
the first 90 minutes, though not due to a
lack of chances. The Ladies recorded 18
shots in regulation to the Battling Bishops’ 11. Kenyon players found themselves
in great positions numerous times, but
were frequently unable to score. In the
26th minute, Maddie Ladd’s ’21 shot from
the top of the box went just wide. On the
stroke of halftime, Lara O’Callaghan ’23
set up Morgan Engmann ’20 in front of
goal, but she was unable to place the ball
in the goal.
After 90 minutes, the game headed
into overtime after no goals were scored.
However, that didn’t last long. Right from
the kickoff, Caroline McNeer ’21 sent
a through ball towards the right wing.
Raviol ran onto it and fired it past Battling
Bishop goalkeeper Taylor Floyd just 10
seconds into the overtime period, giving
the Ladies a thrilling victory.
Kenyon will look to build on this momentum in their next game at the College
of Wooster on Oct. 23.

On Oct. 5, the Lords football team traveled to Oberlin
College with their sights set on their third win of the season
and on reclaiming their winning record. In a tight game,
linebacker Michael Picone’s ’21 heroic pick-six with three
minutes remaining helped the Lords secure a 12-7 victory,
spoiling Oberlin’s homecoming game.
While both team’s defenses are having their best seasons
in nearly a decade, the Lords came in with a banged-up offensive line that had limited them to three touchdowns over
their last three games. On the other hand, the Yeomen had
yet to score a touchdown on the season before facing the
Lords. Entering the game, both teams were prepared for a
defensive struggle.
Early on, the game lived up to the hype. The Lords offense looked promising in their first drive, methodically
driving down the field until they arrived at the Oberlin 10yard line. On 3rd-and-6, a pass bounced off the hands of
wide receiver Andrew Schnarre ’23 into the waiting arms of
Oberlin’s Jabree Hanson in the end zone.
From that point on, both offenses struggled to gain any
momentum. When Oberlin had their first promising drive
to start the second quarter, Sam Dickey ’20 forced a fumble
in the red zone which was then recovered by Picone.
On the next Oberlin drive, cornerback Nathan Junk
’23 picked the ball near midfield, setting up the Lords offense to drive down the field and score their only offensive
touchdown of the game: a Thomas Merkle ’20 pass to tight
end Matt Jolliffe ’20. However, the extra point was missed
by Willie Johnson ’23 in his first career attempt. The interception matched the Lords’ season-high two takeaways by
halftime, although before the game, defensive coordinator Ian Good said, “our goal is three [turnovers] per game,
which is lofty, but that’s what we expect.”
The third turnover that Good was looking for turned out
to be the pivotal point of the game. While attempting to kill
the clock in the late stages of the game, running back Jimmy
Andrews ’21 lost a fumble, which two plays later led Oberlin
to their first touchdown of the season and a 7-6 lead.
With exactly three minutes to go, Oberlin dropped back
to pass on 3rd-and-10 from the Lords’ 42-yard line. An illadvised attempt by Yeoman quarterback Zach Taylor was
picked off by Picone. Immediately thinking about returning the ball to the house, Picone channeled his energy from
his days as a high school running back, making three Yeomen miss during his 61-yard run back for the touchdown.
For his effort on this play and throughout the game, Picone
was named NCAC Defensive Player of the Week.
In the ensuing drive, the Lords virtually sealed the game
with their fourth takeaway, this time an interception near
midfield by cornerback Jimmy Lane ’22. Not only had the
Lords met Good’s self-proclaimed “lofty” goals—they had
surpassed them.
“We finally exceeded expectations,” Picone said. “We
know what we need to do every week, and we did that plus
a little bit.”
However, despite the lack of time remaining after Lane’s
interception, the Yeomen’s two timeouts gave them the
chance to receive the ball with 20 seconds remaining. That
was when Grayson Lawrence ’22 finished out one of the best
days a punter can hope for. With the Yeomen rushing all 11
players in an attempt to block the punt, Lawrence placed the
ball right at the lip of the end zone, where it was downed at
the 1-yard line. This was the fifth of Lawrence’s seven punts
to be downed within the 20-yard line and the second of his
punts to travel 50 yards or greater. For his performance,
Lawrence became the first ever Lords special teams player
to appear on the d3football.com Team of the Week.
On Saturday, the Lords will travel to Meadville, Pa. to
take on the 0- 5 Allegheny College Gators at 1 p.m. Despite
their record, the Lords will not be underestimating Allegheny, as the Gators are slightly favored in their game due to
having faced incredibly difficult opponents up to this point.
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No. 7 ranked Lords extend unbeaten streak to twelve games
SYDNEY SCHULMAN
STAFF WRITER

Over the last week, the
NCAA Division III seventhranked Lords soccer team defeated one NCAC rival while
drawing against the other to
extend their unbeaten streak
to 11 games. On Saturday,
the Lords emerged victorious
over rival Denison University 3-1, marking their eighth
straight victory over the Big
Red. On Wednesday, the
Lords drew with Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) 1-1
on the road. After a win and
a tie this week, the Lords are
11-1-1, and their 3-0-1 mark
places them tied with OWU
for the top position in the
NCAC standings.
Though it proved difficult
for the Lords to break through
in the beginning of the match
against Denison, they stayed
persistent, recording 21 shots
and 13 shots on target. The
first of these came within
the first nine minutes, when
Sebastian Gaese’s ’22 header
was stopped by Denison goalkeeper Dylan Brown. Brown
then proceeded to foul Scott
Upton ’22, giving Kenyon
a penalty kick and another
chance to score. However,
Brown turned aside the penalty as well.
Shortly after the 20-minute mark, Gunner Found ’20
sent a corner kick into the
box, where it was met by Sam
Hosmer-Quint ’21 with a

header into the right corner
of the net, giving the Lords a
1-0 lead.
The Big Red found a tying goal early on in the second half. In the 49th minute,
Denison forward Leo Herard
fired a shot from the left wing.
Kenyon keeper Ian McInturf
’21 tried to make the save, but
the ball def lected off his right
hand and into the net.
Around the 78th minute,
Aidan Schoellkopf ’22 fired
a pass to Hosmer-Quint, who
then headed the ball over to
Max Ohnesorge ’21. Ohnesorge then blasted a shot past
Brown, resulting in his first
career goal.
In the game’s final few
minutes, a misplayed ball
by Brown set Gaese up with
an open net. Gaese’s goal
wrapped up the match with a
3-1 Lords victory.
“Playing against our rival
is always a tough and hardfought game,” Gaese said.
“I think overall we met our
expectations and played aggressively. Especially in the
second half, we were able to
possess the ball really well
and were moving it around
really well.”
He also emphasized the
importance of teamwork and
high energy. “My forward
partner, Sam Carson ’22, was
integral in pressing and creating chances. Every goal either of us scores, we know
that it wouldn’t be possible
without the other—and that

A Kenyon player fires a shot on goal. The Lords defeated Denison University 3-1 and tied Ohio Wesleyan 1-1. The Lords record is now an impressive 11-1-1, first in the NCAC. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

was the case on Saturday.”
Head Coach Chris Brown
echoed these values, stating
that the team’s focus “is on
the work of the collective,
and there were some good examples of that in the second
half. Plus, the group continues to exhibit admirable resiliency.”
On Wednesday, the Lords
traveled to Delaware, Ohio
for a hard-fought match
against Ohio Wesleyan. The

Battling Bishops were strong
throughout on the offensive
end, recording 27 shots.
Kenyon’s defense received
immense pressure, yet they
only allowed one goal off that
high shot count. OWU’s only
goal came early on, as Charles
Branche III scored in the seventh minute on a rebound off
a save from McInturf.
Kenyon capitalized on
OWU’s missed chances in
the 39th minute,when Min-

ka Soumah ’23 provided the
equalizing goal off a blocked
shot from Sebastian Brylka
’23.
The game finished 1-1
after no changes in score
through the rest of regulation
and double overtime, leading
to the first tie of the season
for the Lords.
Kenyon will look to secure
a victory against Wabash
College on Saturday at Mavec
Field.

Ladies excel, men struggle at Ladies lose two, secure victoJenna Strong Fall Classic race ry against Moravian College
JACOB HUNKINS
STAFF WRITER

Both Kenyon men’s and women’s
cross-country teams participated
in the Jenna Strong Fall Classic at
Wilmington College this past Friday.
Though Ohio State University would
claim the top spot in both races, the
Lords and Ladies both placed well.
The Kenyon Ladies put forth an
especially strong showing, placing third out of 33 teams and first
amongst Division III schools in the
5k race. All five of Kenyon’s scoring
runners finished within the top 50.
The team was led by Emma Becker
’22, who was coming off a first-place
individual performance at the AllOhio Championship two weeks prior. She would place fourth overall
and first amongst Division III competition with a time of 18:24.9. This
performance earned her the NCAC
Women’s Cross-Country Runner of
the Week for the third time this season. The next three Kenyon runners
would finish within a second of one
another, with Eleanor Tetreault ’21
finishing at 19:19.9, Alice Riley ’23

at 19:20.1 and Gracie Moses ’20 at
19:20.7. The three were 22nd, 23rd,
and 24th respectively. Chloe Hall ’20
also came in 42nd overall with a time
of 19:52.6.
The Lords finished their 8k race
13th overall and third among Division III schools in the 36-team event.
“We performed well at the meet,”
Will Spohn ’22 said. “We had a lot
of [personal records], and even the
people who didn’t [have a personal
record] had a good race.”
All five scoring runners had their
best times of the year during this
event. Vincent Lewis ’20 led Kenyon with a time of 26:00.5 and 18
points, finishing in 19th. Tommy
Johnson ’20 would finish 42nd with
a time of 26:48.2 and would be followed by Jack Burczak ’23 with a
time of 27:44.8. Michael Deal ’23 and
Thomas Guidotti ’21 would finish the
scoring for Kenyon, placing 91st and
113th respectively.
Kenyon will next host the College
of Wooster in a dual meet on Saturday, Oct. 19 in their final event before
the NCAC Championship in Crawfordsville, Indiana.

FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER

The Ladies volleyball team traveled to New Jersey over fall break to
take on a trio of non-conference opponents. On Friday, they took on the
Kean University Cougars in Union,
N.J. The Ladies started the weekend off strong, defeating Kean 25-18
in the first set of play. However, the
Cougars rebounded quickly; they
would go on to take the next three
sets by scores of 25-17, 25-21 and 2515 for a final score of 3-1.
On Saturday, the Ladies faced
Montclair State University (NJ), who
hosted the trio of competing teams.
The Red Hawks came into the match
with a 15-5 record. Kenyon fell to
Montclair in the first two sets, 2518 and 25-21 respectively. The Ladies
were able to fend off the Red Hawk
offensive in the third set, winning
25-18. However, Montclair State was
able to prevail in the end as they defeated Kenyon in a tightly contested
final set, 28-26.
The last match of the weekend for
the Ladies was against Moravian Col-

lege (Pa.). Kenyon’s senior leadership
was able to step up in this match to
help the team end the weekend with
a win. While the first two sets were
won by Moravian, 28-26 and 25-23,
the match was far from decided. Kenyon was able to regroup and win
the next three sets, 25-16, 25-18, 1511, for a 3-2 victory. Mackenzie Bruzzio ’20, and Haley Witschey ’20 both
came through with strong performances to ensure the win. The pair of
seniors combined for 27 kills in the
match.
“[New Jersey] was a fun trip for our
team because we got an opportunity
to bond and spend some great quality time together,” defensive specialist Ellie Luciani ’22 said. “We played
pretty well and fought through to win
the last game, which was super exciting and a great lead-up into conference this week. I think we’re excited
for the NCAC matches we’re about to
play because it’s a huge opportunity
to win some games and build on our
momentum.”
Next for the Ladies will be a match
against DePauw University at home
on Oct. 17 at 6 p.m.

